
Westminster Larger Catechism ( WLC) 2020-2021 

Women's Thursday Bible Study - #26 

Prayer 

Review and pattern used to study the 10 Commandments 

 principles 
 Easy identifiable pattern of 1)what does it say, 2)what required, 3)what forbidden and 

in some cases , 4)another question as to something for further clarification  

Shorter Catechism answer #47 – the core answer: 

The first commandment forbiddeth the denying, or not worshipping and glorifying the true God 
as God, and our God, and the giving of that worship and glory to any other , which is due to Him 
alone. 

The Westminster divines filled that out with applications in the Larger Catechism! 

Q. # 105 What are the sins forbidden in the first commandment? 

A.  The sins forbidden in the first commandment are ,  

 

*Atheism, in denying or not having a God; idolatry, in having or worshipping more gods than 
one, or any with or instead of the true God;  the not having or avouching him for God and 
our God; the omission or neglect of anything due Him (alone), required in this commandment; 
ignorance,forgetfulness,misapprehensions,false opinions,unworthy or wicked thoughts of 
Him....... 

Rom. 14:1 

Ps. 81:10-11 

Rom. 1:21-26 

 

*Bold and curious searching into his secrets; all profaneness, hatred of God,; self- love,self 
seeking,and all other inordinate and immoderate setting of our mind, will or affections upon 
other things, and taking them off from him in whole or in part; vain credulity, unbelief, heresy, 
misbelief, distrust or despair;....... 

Deut. 29:29 



Ps. 78- a record of Israel's distrust and unbelief 

I John 2:15-16 

IITim. 4:10 

 

 

 

*Incorrigibleness and insensibleness under judgment ( chastisement), hardness of heart, pride, 
presumption, carnal security, tempting of God, using unlawful means, and trusting in lawful 
means,carnal delights and joys; corrupt, blind and indiscreet zeal;....... 

Define some of these words- I.e. What do we mean by these expressions? 

 

Jer. 17:5 

II Tim. 3:4 

Rom. 10:2  - misguided zeal - Paul himself 

 

 

 

 

*Lukewarmness and deadness in the things of God; estranging ourselves , and apostatizing from 
God,; praying or giving any religious worship to saints,angels,or any other creatures; all 
compacts and consulting with the devil, and hearkening to his suggestions..... 

Rev. 3:1,16 

What did Eve do ? 

Acts 5:3 

What church sanctions the worship of angels, Saints, Mary? 



 

 

 

 

*Making men the lords of our faith and conscience ,slighting and despising God and his  
commands;  resisting and grieving of his Spirit, discontent and impatience at his ( providential) 
dispensations, charging him foolishly for the evils he inflicts on us, and ascribing the praise of 
any good we either are, have or can do to fortune, idols, ourselves, or any other creature. ( I.e. To 
luck or chance or fate) 

II Cor. 1:24 

Ps. 73:2-3,13-15,22 

I Sam. 6:7-9 

 

Q. #106 What are we especially taught by these words, " before me," in the first 
commandment? 

 

A.  These words, "before me " or before my face, in the first commandment, teach us, that God, 
who seest all things , taketh special notice of , and is much displeased with the sin of having any 
other god : that so it ( the phrase " before me") may be an argument to dissuade from it , and to 
aggravate it as a most important provocation:  as also to persuade us to do in his sight , what ever 
we do in his service. 

II Chron. 16:9 

" Thou seest me..." 

Ps. 44:20-21 

Heb. 4:12-13 

 

Next week:  We will head in the direction of the second commandment, Q. 107-110. 

 


